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We hope the groundhog was wrong about
six more weeks of winter! The word “spring”
has been uttered countless times by our
staff—always with hopeful anticipation—in
recent weeks. Everyone tried to return
refreshed and ready to go after a nice
February vacation. Unfortunately, that
groundhog proved himself to be right by
dropping a nor’easter in our laps to sabotage
our return. Hopefully, SPRING is fast
approaching!

RECESS:

With March’s “In like a lion, out like a lamb”
weather pattern in mind, we encourage
students to come to school prepared for
outdoor recess each day. This should
involve layers of clothing, hats, gloves, and
boots. Please label your child’s clothing as
we donated many articles of clothing that
was left unclaimed during vacation. While the
coldest weather is behind us (we hope), we
want recess to be enjoyable for all our
students. Thanks for your support.

NECAP RESULTS:

The results of the fall NECAP testing were
sent the week before February vacation.
Overall our school performed very well and
our students should be praised for their hard
work. We are busy analyzing the scores to
measure the effectiveness of the curriculum
and instructional practices. We are always
striving for excellence across the curriculum.
NECAP testing is only one measure of
academic progress. It is important to
consider a child’s growth physically, socially
and academically as we move forward.

DR. CHUCK COPPETTA:

We were lucky to have Dr. Chuck Coppetta
present his Granite State Fit-Kids program to
the fourth grade teachers and PTA parents.

This program is primarily for fourth grade
students. It is interactive lessons that are taught
about the body systems. We can’t wait to
welcome this program next year.

READ ACROSS AMERICA:

The students celebrated Read Across America
this week. Guest readers, poetry breaks and
special reading and writing activities were
enjoyed by all.

As a special treat, two of our fourth grade
students, Peyton Durkee and Yanni Kakouris
were chosen to visit the New Hampshire State
House to participate in Read Across America.
They were able to read a special book to our
own Senator, Michael Downing. Governor
Lynch greeted the students and read them a
story and then they enjoyed refreshments.

SKI CLUB & JUMP ROPE CLUB:

It has been great seeing our students head

to both of these clubs with such great
enthusiasm. We also marvel at the number of
students that elected to participate. Both clubs
had close to 100 students participate. We are
most thankful for Ms. Jennifer Suech, Mrs.
Karen Trasatti, and Ms. Melissa Creegan for
organizing the Ski Club each week. We also
offer a big thank you to Mr. Goddard for keeping
such a large number of students jumping each
Wednesday afternoon.
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MARCH CALENDAR:
The March calendar is full of several fun and
important events. We encourage you to

participate when you can and, as always, we U A A B i | Vi (0 A/ [
appreciate the support the Atkinson community
provides our school. o 12%"3 # #%!

I #%"4 %" 5 | #" # 00
3 & ! 3" &$# 11 "%#ES5 %1 #
Chris Snyder, Assistant Principal 6% &# " & ™3 &I " "%"34

Kathie Dayotis, Principal
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Every January, at the American Library
Association’s mid-winter convention, a select group
of children’s books are awarded prizes for
excellence in children’s writing and illustrating.
These awards are considered to be the most
prestigious awards given in children’s literature.

The Caldecott Award, established in 1938, is given
“to the artist of the most distinguished American
Picture Book for Children published in the United
States during the preceding year”. S/he does not
need to be the author of the text. Criteria
considered include:

excellence of execution in the artistic

technique employed

excellence of pictorial interpretation of

story, theme, or concept

appropriateness of style of illustration to

the story, theme, or concept

delineation of plot, theme, characters,

setting, mood, or information through the

pictures

excellence of presentation in recognition

of a child audience
The only limitation is that the form must be one
which may be used in a picture book. Interestingly,
motion-picture photography is not possible, although
still photography is. Each book is to be considered
as a picture book. This year’s winners are:

2009 Caldecott Award winner:

The House in the Night , illustrated by Beth
Krommes, written by Susan Marie
Swanson (Houghton Mifflin Company)

2009 Caldecott Honor Books:

A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week
Ever, written and illustrated by Marla
Frazee (Harcourt, Inc.)

How | Learned Geography , written and illustrated
by Uri Shulevitz (Farrar Straus Giroux)

A River of Words : The Story of William Carlos
Williams, illustrated by Melissa Sweet, written by Jen
Bryant (Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.)

The Newbery Award , established in 1922, is given
to an author for distinguished writing in a book for
children. Criteria considered include:
interpretation of the theme or concept
presentation of information including
accuracy, clarity and organization
development of plot
delineation of characters
delineation of setting
appropriateness of style
The book must be published in the United States
during the previous year. This year’s winners are:

2009 Newbery Medal Award winner:

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman, illustrated
by Dave McKean, and published by HarperCollins
Children's Books

2009 Newbery Honor Award:

The Underneath by Kathi Appelt, illustrated by
David Small (Atheneum Books for Young Readers,
an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children's
Publishing)

The Surrender Tree : Poems of Cuba's Struggle for
Freedom by Margarita Engle (Henry Holt &
Company)

Savvy by Ingrid Law (Dial Books for Young
Readers, a division of Penguin Young Readers
Group in partnership with Walden Media, LLC

After Tupac & D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson
(G.P. Putnam's Sons, a division of Penguin Books
for Young Readers)

A newer award has been established in the past few
years called the (Theodor Seuss) Geisel Award. Itis
given annually to the author and illustrator of the
most distinguished American book for beginning
readers published in English in the United States
during the preceding year.

2009 Geisel Award winner:

Are You Ready to Play Outside ? by Mo

Willems (Hyperion Books for Children, an imprint of
Disney Book Group)

2009 Geisel Honor Award:

Chicken Said, ‘Cluck!” by Judyann Ackerman
Grant, illustrated by Sue Truesdell (HarperCollins
Children’s Books, a division of HarperCollins
Publishers)
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One Boy, written and illustrated by Laura Vaccaro
Seeger (A Neal Porter Book published by Roaring
Brook Press, a division of Holtzbrinck Publishing
Holdings Limited Partnership)

Stinky, written and illustrated by Eleanor Davis
(RAW Junior/TOON Books) C. Campbell and
Richard P. Campbell (Boyds Mills Press)
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Band News ~ Save these dates

All 5™ grade band members (both beginners
and advanced) will be performing at the Middle
School grades 6 and 7 band concert on
Tuesday evening, March 17 at 7pm at the PAC.
This concert is intended to help 5™ grade band
members make up their mind whether or not
they would like to continue in band next year in
the middle school.

There will be a rehearsal for the concert which
combines all 4 elementary schools that will be
held Monday, March 16 at 7pm at the PAC. The
middle school band director will be at the
rehearsal to meet the 5" graders, give a brief
presentation to parents regarding expectations,
scheduling at the Middle School, etc.

Hope to see you both nights.

Debbie Lincoln
Band
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The fifth graders are involved in quite an — " # 6 %& "0 H#%"M4

exmtmg activity in technology.. They are " OHOLM H 068 &S5 # "0 HOL" &
creating brochures about Atkinson Academy. e

The students have been taking their own digital 3 111%&585%"3 0 #%l
pictures to insert into their brochures. | am very #AI%HA = & "G 5INIT

impressed with the thoughtfulness of their work. "0 #%! #0'F #&5%# &4 12" "

To help them take better pictures the students & 164

went to the site provided by Kodak to see the

top 10 tips for good digital pictures. | hope you 0 % 1%8#8& %"' %1 %"3+ # &% >
will take a look for yourself. First go to (1# '0# @% "ogp v

http://www.kodak.com. Then click on the tab
“Tips and Projects Center” at the top of the
page and then “Top 10 Tips for Great Pictures”
on the side of the page. There is so much good
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information for all of us there! S5%#  0%# 0 &"#%"3 1%
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First graders have learned many new math 6A? <&0 #61A? =" @%&#" A?
games on the Everyday Math program on the "0 #%! " '11'5 % #%"&A " =% '
computers in the lab. They are getting great 28# 66'#4 "&H " & &% 019
practice with addition and subtraction facts. We BH%SE " ' THA HU%S ™97 "0"3A

will soon be learning some basic computer skills

0 '9 0 " 0 0 "
and creating some fun projects. #63 #5°9 % AA " # NS # 9T Wit
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In second grade the students are now working

in the computer lab. They have created acrostic &&%&#H "H&  1&' &%"3 # Y&
poems, changed fonts and colors, inserted %' "1%"# 1" " # && W"#
borders and clipart. They will soon be using 115 & "5 "# 1%"3 18&8&"4
Kidspiration which is a wonderful program to

create graphic organizers such as concept 114 &# "8 | "OpH' ' #0&

maps, diagrams and webs. L1065 &0 % 1# 3HA 3 16H

Third and fourth grade will be learning about 0°3 %&5%# "&0&H" 20 ##%"& &# "H&

health for the remainder of the year. The first %" 5%11%014 7 1 & %3
unit of study will be about drugs and how to %66 " %"' &# "#&5 "5 # 3%i#
make wise decisions. At the end of the year # 4
both grades will be learning about nutrition. The
students will learn more about the five food ( ;& '0%"'3 5%113'#1%$ 1 "
groups, nutritional values of gach food and why 80%"35%11 5 " 3 "4
it is important to eat from all five food groups.
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When we read, our thinking needs to extend
beyond the author’s words. In order to help our
children comprehend, we need to help them
make inferences, which is the ability to combine
the author’s words with information in the
reader’'s schema. The following questions can
help readers infer information:

1. How would you describe the main
character’s personality? Why would you
use those personality trait words?

2. What do you think will happen next?
Why do you think that?

3. Could this story take place in a different
setting? Why or why not?

4. Is the setting important or just
background in this story? Why do you
think that?

5. Would you have done what the main
character did? Why or why not?

6. Was the author trying to give the reader
a message by writing this? What do you
think is the author’'s message or theme of
this story?

7. Why do you think the author wrote this
book?

Our goal is to help our children see that reading
is thinking on a deep level that leads to new
insight and growth. When readers discuss their
thoughts, they help each other extend thinking
in directions that reading alone does not. Be
sure to contribute your own thoughts to the
above questions when you discuss a book with
your child.

Enjoy reading!
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